The role of the laryngeal mask airway in pre-hospital care.
Since its introduction into clinical practice in 1988, the laryngeal mask airway (LMA) has fundamentally changed the airway management of patients undergoing routine anaesthesia. Currently in the UK, the LMA is used in > 50% of surgical procedures where an endotracheal tube (ETT) would formerly have been used. It seems timely to review the role of this device in resuscitation and its potential role in the pre-hospital arena.